STS 5105        Contemporary Issues in Science and Technology Studies   Fall 2008
Instructor:  Nicole Mogul      Phone: (703) 851-4895    email: nmogul@acewasterecycling.com
Time: Mondays 7:00 – 9:45pm
Course Description:
This course is the first of two courses that introduce students to the social studies of science and technology.  We focus on the emergence and development of the social studies of science from the early part of the century until the 1970’s. To better understand this important movement, we spend a few weeks studying some basic social science texts from the late 19th century and the early 20th century.  Several weeks will be spent reading and analyzing background social science texts.
There are several goals for this course. The first is to provide an understanding of the pertinent social theories of the early to mid twentieth century.  Next, the readings and discussions will look at science through these various social lenses and I will ask a series of questions related to each group of readings.  The questions will be posed with each set of weekly readings and should be answered as part of your weekly informal essay.
There are also several methodological and pedagogical goals for the course.  The short, informal essays will be oriented toward the goal of students learning to read critically and analytically.  The final essay will teach an important tool for use in your dissertation or master’s proposals: the literature review, or bibliographic essay.  This exercise will help you lay out a “map” of the development and emergence of the social study of science and situate your own interests within that map. 
Course Requirements:
The course consists of readings, discussions, lectures, and writing assignments.  Final grade will be based upon a combination of attending and participating in classes and completing writing assignments.  
Class attendance and participation: Class attendance is mandatory unless you notify me in advance of a problem.  Not attending regularly and participating in discussions could adversely affect your grade.  Besides the midterm literature review, the final requirement for the class will be a (approx 10-15 page) paper locating your STS ideas (or project) within the science studies literature you have read this term.
Weekly writing assignment: A short writing assignment is due every week.  It will focus on different aspects of the course reading material. In general, all writing assignments will be between 500 and 750 words (about 2-3 double-spaced pages) and vary in level of formality depending on the assignment. Email your writing assignment to me by 4:00 pm the Sunday before class so I can prepare accordingly. I may also have you email it to the class or put it on blackboard. Come to class with extensive notes and questions on the reading to facilitate class discussion.  Although I do not grade the weekly written assignments individually, I read them closely and provide comments, as needed. 
Final paper: The final paper is a formal paper of about 12-15 pages, on whatever you choose. By mid-term I will ask you to clear a topic with me. This is an opportunity to write about your dissertation topic, or a topic you are considering. Think of it as a trial run: this assignment will help you determine whether or not you want to continue with this topic for your dissertation.  
Grading:
25% Attendance and participation
25% Short weekly writing assignments emailed to me before class
50% Final paper using, in part, the STS readings this term
Required Books: 
Leviathan and the Air Pump by Shapin and Schaffer
SPECIAL READER—available at cost from the instructor (probably about $50)
Please order book from your favorite on-line source or bookstore.
Assignment Schedule: 
Weekly assignment instructions will be distributed at the beginning of the semester.  I reserve the to make modifications if necessary. All authors listed will have material that is handed out unless a book is listed by their name.
Week 1 
August 25

Intro and assignments
Week 2 
September 1

Social Theory 1: Economics
 
Readings from Marx and Weber 
Week 3 
September 8

Social Theory 2: Economics (cont’d) & Religion

Readings from Weber and Durkheim
Week 4 
September 15

Social Theories of the Scientific Revolution

Readings from Hessen, Merton, and Cohen
Week 5 
September 22

Modernity and the Scientific Revolution: Constructivist point / counterpoint

Readings from Jacob, Latour, and Shapin and Schaffer Leviathan and the Air Pump
Week 6 
September 29

Scientific Revolution and Gender

Readings from Merchant, Keller, and Schiebiger
Week 7 
October 6

Norms Controversy and the Sociology of Science

Readings from Merton, Hagstrom, Mitroff, and Mulkay
Week 8 
October 13

Interests Controversy

Readings from Barnes & MacKenzie, and Barnes
Week 9 
October 20

Sociology of Scientific Knowledge (SSK)

Readings from Bloor, Restivo & Chubin, Collins, Latour & Woolgar, Giere, Gallison, and Pickering
Week 10 
October 27

The Reward System in Science and other controversies

Readings from Merton, Crane, Rossiter, Bourdieu, Latour & Woolgar, and Cole
Week 11 
November 3

Network Concepts in Science Studies

Readings from Price, Ben David & Collins, Mullins, Latour, Callon, Gingras, and Kleinman
Week 12 
November 10

TBA
Week 13 
November 17

Readings from Hess
Week 14
November 24 

NO CLASS – Thanksgiving Holiday
Week 14 
December 1

Class presentations
Week 15
December 8

Class presentations

